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An Xian Cemetery has both burial grounds and
columbarium. There are a total of 40,000 burial plots and not
only has ground burial, but also wall burial and tree burial.
They also have area for the scattering of ashes to the ground.

There are numerous personalized tombstones and
sculptures of famous personnel who are buried there. They
include national heroes, sportsmen and politicians.

It started to drizzle as we are walking through the burial
plots and we were then ushered to the columbarium building.
The columbarium niche units were pretty much like the ones
we see at home in Singapore, in blocks with at least 40 niches
in a single block, and multiple rows neatly arranged across
the building. But back home, the niches are fronted with a
marble slab, with names and photos of deceased permanently
engraved and printed. While here, the names are written on a
small slip of paper, which is slipped into a transparent pocket
at the front of the ‘door’ of the niche.
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We are privileged to visit the famous West Lake, a
freshwater lake in Hangzhou on the third day to our trip. This
was the lake that inspired many Chinese poets and painter,
for its natural and historic beauty. Many famous poems
and paintings across centuries and dynasties mentioned
or illustrate the West Lake. The lake roughly covers 350km
and is divided into 5 sections. There are numerous pagodas,
temples, gardens, all over the lakes, with Chinese themes and
building structures. Many Chinese gardens throughout the
world drew inspirations and ideas from the West Lake.

Weather was not that ideal that afternoon and it was
drizzling. But the cooling weather creates a layer of fog, giving
a mystic feel to the rustic lake.

And the most famous of all is the “Three Ponds mirroring
the moon” which is a scene from the West Lake and can be
found printed on back side of the One Yuan Renminbi. And of
course we had to visit that scene and take an ‘I've been here’
picture there!

And finally on the last day of the trip, we visited Fu
Shou Yuan, the largest funeral operator in China. Upon our
arrival, our group was warmly welcomed at the entrance of
Fu Shou Yuan by their management and staff. Fu Shou Yuan
had carried out 20,000 to 30,000 burials to date, is a public
listed company and has cemetery,
funeral services and equipment
in 12 cities over China. And all
the achievements come with only
twenty years of development, not
an easy feat! A short presentation
was given at the auditorium in the
main building to our group and
thereafter, we were separated into
small groups to be taken to different
parts of the cemetery in a buggy,
with staff guiding and providing
information as we tour the place.
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The size and scale of the cemetery was massive.

Walking around on foot would take more than a day! The
whole place was impeccable and there was nothing short of
perfection. Every corner had a signage with clear directions,
the grass were mowed and watered, tomb stones were clean
and glistering, trees were swaying with the morning wind, and
there are even goats and peacocks roaming!

The Cemetery is being separated into different themes,
each with its uniqueness and environment. They strive
to provide full 5 senses to the visitors and families at the
cemetery.

There was a theme: rose garden and the whole section
had different types of roses grown and it was beautiful! The
garden smelled of roses and it was very well-maintained.

There was a special memorial section dedicated to the
late Teresa Teng, a well-known singer with angelic voice in
the 1970s and 1980s. She was known for her folk songs and
romantic ballads, with many that became a household song
of that era. A life-size statue was erected, and songs from her
album are being played all day at her memorial.
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I was kind of sad to leave such a beautiful cemetery. We
didn’t get a chance to visit every section as time was limited.
But overall I'm really impressed and to think that a cemetery
can be such a beautiful place and well-organized brings hope
to this industry. There is a lot more that can be done within
the capacity of each country, to provide this ‘dying’ industry a
breath of fresh air and ideas.

Throughout the trip, we were generously treated to
sumptuous and tasty meals, local foods and endless toastings!
Every meal left us stuffed but happy. We are grateful to the
organizers, Asia Funeral Expo and Shanghai Funeral and
Internment Services, as well as sponsor Funeral Home, for
making this trip an eye-opener and enjoyable. Till we meet
again next year!
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By Nicole Yeo
Flying Home
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